IN THE CLAIMS 

This listing of the claim will replace all prior versions and listings of 
claim in the present application. 
Listing of Claims 

Claims 1-3 (canceled). 

4. (currently amended) A method of managing volumes of a plurality of 
storage systems T by a management computer connected via a first network to 
the plurality of storage systems having volumes connected to a computer via 
a second network and storing data used by the computer, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

keeping a correspondence between each value of a level and 
characteristic information related to characteristics of each volume to-be of the 
volumes provided by a- the plurality of storage syst e m inc l ud i ng th e 
vok^me svstems ; 

obtaining from a first storage system, a first value of a level indicating 
characteristic information of a first volume having been provided to the 
computer by the first storage system;-af*d 

referencing the characteristic information corresponding to the first 
value among the plurality of storage systems;^d 

comparing the referenced characteristic information among the plurality 
of storage systems ; and 

a g ai nst each o th e r selecting a volume based on the comparison to 
allocate the selected volume to the computer , 

wherein the correspondence is obtained from the storage system 
connected to the management computer, and 
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wherein the comparison of the characteristic information of respective 
volumes is also performed when a new correspondence is obtained from the 
first storage system. 

Claim 5 (canceled). 

6. (currently amended) A method of managing volumes of a plurality of 
storage systems, by a management computer connected via a first network to 
the plurality of storage systems having volumes connected to a computer via 
a second network and storing data used by the computer, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

keeping a correspondence between each value of a level and 
characteristic information related to characteristics of each volume te-^e of the 
volume provided by a- the plurality of storage syst e m svstems i nclud i ng th e 
volum e; 

obtaining from a first storage system, a first value of a level indicating 
characteristic information of a first volume having been provided to the 
computer by the first storage system; 

referencing the characteristic information corresponding to the first 
value among the plurality of storage systems; 

comparing the referenced characteristic information among the plurality 
of storage systems aga i nst each oth e r ; and 

instructing th e oth e r another storage system of the plurality of storage 
systems , based on the results of the comparison, to provide to the computer a 
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volume having the characteristic information of the othe^ -another storage 
system corresponding to the obtained level. 

Claims 7-9 (canceled). 

10. (currently amended) A method of managing volumes of a 
plurality of storage systems, by a management computer connected via a first 
network to the plurality of storage systems having volumes connected to a 
computer via a second network and storing data used by the computer, the 
method comprising the steps of: 

keeping a correspondence between each value of a level and 
characteristic information related to characteristics of each volume to-tee of the 
volumes provided by a- the plurality of storage syst e m includ i ng th e 
volum e systems ; 

obtaining from a first storage system, a first value of a level indicating 
characteristic information of a first volume having been provided to the 
computer by the first storage system; 

referencing the characteristic information corresponding to the first 
value among the plurality of storage systems; aud 

comparing the referenced characteristic information among the plurality 
of storage systems ; and 

aga i nst e ach oth e r selecting a volume based on the comparison to 
allocate the selected volume to the computer , 

wherein, in a case where there are a plurality of specific performances, 
the comparison is performed using the highest level of performance. 
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Claims 11-13 (canceled). 



14. (currently amended) A method of managing a volume of a first 
storage system connected to a computer via a first network, and a volume of 
a second storage system connected to the first storage system, by a 
management computer connected to the first storage system and the second 
storage system via a second network, the method comprising the steps of: 

keeping a correspondence between a level indicating a specific 
performance of each volume of the volumes and storage system 
characteristics indicating a performance of a storage system including the 
volume, for each of the storage systems; 

obtaining a level indicating a specific performance of a volume of the 
first storage system, and a level indicating a specific performance of a volume 
of the second storage system connected to the volume of the first storage 
system; 

comparing the storage system characteristics corresponding to the 
respective obta ined-teve Hevels of the first storage system and the second 
storage system ; 

storing data stored in the volume of the second storage system into the 

volume of the first storage system, based on the results of the comparison, 

* 

wherein the comparison of the storage system characteristics is 
performed by obtaining mapping information indicating that the volume of the 
first storage system is connected to the volume of the second storage system T 
ba sed on th e mapp in g in f o rm a t ion; and 
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when the result of the comparison indicate that the storage system 
characteristics of the first storage system corresponding to the level indicating 
the specific performance of the volume of the second storage system is better 
than the storage system characteristics of the second storage system, storing 
the data into the volume having a specific performance, based on the storage 
system characteristics of the first storage system corresponding to the level of 
the first storage system. 

15. (currently amended) A method of managing a volume of a first 
storage system connected to a computer via a first network, and a volume of 
a second storage system connected to the first storage system, by a 
management computer connected to the first storage system and the second 
storage system via a second network, the method comprising the steps of: 

keeping a correspondence between a level indicating a specific 
performance of each volume and storage system characteristics indicating a 
performance of a storage system including the volume, for each of the storage 
systems; 

obtaining a level indicating a specific performance of a volume of the 
first storage system, and a level indicating a specific performance of a volume 
of the second storage system connected to the volume of the first storage 
system; 

comparing the storage system characteristics corresponding to the 
respective obtained tevet levels of the first storage system and the second 
storage system ; 



storing data stored in the volume of the second storage system into the 
volume of the first storage system, based on the results of the comparison, 

wherein the comparison of the storage system characteristics is 
performed by obtaining mapping information indicating that the volume of the 
first storage system is connected to the volume of the second storage system T 
bas e d on th e m a pping i nformation , and 

wherein when the result of the comparison indicate that the storage 
system characteristics of the first storage system corresponding to the level 
indicating the specific performance of the volume of the second storage 
system is better than the storage system characteristics of the second storage 
system, storing the data into the volume having a specific performance, based 
on the storage system characteristics of the first storage system 
corresponding to the level of the first storage system; and 

instructing the first storage system to erase the mapping information. 

Claim 16 (canceled) 

17. (currently amended) A first storage system connected to a 
computer via a network, comprising: 

a volume connected to a volume of another storage system storing 
data used by the computer; 

a memory for keeping a correspondence between each value of a level 
and characteristic information related to characteristics of each volume to be 
provided by a storage system including the volume; and 
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a control unit for controlling access made to the first storage system or 
the othe^ another storage system from the computer, 

wherein the control unit obtains the level indicating the specific 
characteristic information of the volume of the othe^ another storage system, 
references the characteristic information corresponding to the first value 
among the first storage system and the other another storage system, and 
compares the referenced characteristic information among the first storage 
system and the otbef- another storage system, and 

wherein based on the result of the comparison, the data is stored into a 
volume having the storage system characteristics corresponding to the value 
of a level indicating the characteristic information of the volume of the first 
storage system. 

Claims 18-20 (canceled). 
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